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DESCENDANTS  OF  PETER  HILL. 


Peter  Hill,  a planter,  was  a member  of  the  Assembly  of  Liconia  or 
Ligonia  in  1648.  He  probably  settled  in  Biddeford,  near  the  mouth  of 
Saco  river,  a few  years  previous  to  this  date,  with  his  son  Roger,  who  was 
admitted  a freeman  in  1653.  New  Hampshire,  having  sought  admission 
into  Massachusetts,  was  soon  followed  by  the  settlers  of  York  County,  who 
had  become  weary  of  the  government  of  Thomas  Gorges,  and  among 
them  was  Peter  Hill,  who  applied  for  admission  in  1652.  He  died  in 
1667. 

Roger  Hill,  the  son  of  Peter,  married  Sarah  Cross  of  Wells,  and  died 
in  1696.  Their  children  were  Sarah,  Hannah,  John,  Samuel,  Joseph, 
Mercy,  Benjamin,  and  Ebenezer.  Each  of  these  will  receive  brief  notice, 
after  which,  our  attention  will  be  confined  to  the  eldest  son,  John  and  his 
descendants.  This  John,  whom  we  are  to  notice,  settled  in  Saco,  and 
after  removed  to  South  Berwick. 

Joseph  Hill  resided  in  Wells,  where  he  died  in  1743.  He  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bowles  of  Welles  and  sister  of  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Major  Charles  Frost  of  Kittery,  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1697. 
[See  his  Life  in  Vol.  3,  No.  4,  in  the  Genealogical  Journal,  1849.] 
Mr.  Hill  purchased  the  estate  of  Bowles.  He  had  two  sons,  Joseph  and 
Nathaniel,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  a large  estate,  and  among  the  property 
were  several  negroes.  Joseph,  Jr.  died  before  his  father,  and  left  a large 
estate,  which  he  ordered  to  remain  in  the  Hill  family,  to  perpetuate  the 
name;  and,  if  the  two  sons  should  die  without  issue,  the  real  estate  was  to 
pass  over  to  their  cousins  John  and  Elisha  Hill  of  Berwick.  He  pro- 
vided liberally  for  teaching  his  children,  and,  indeed,  it  may  be  said  that 
all  the  immediate  descendants  of  Roger  Hill,  were  well  educated  for  their 
day.  The  estate  was  administered  by  his  son,  his  son-in-law.  Sawyer, 
and  his  nephew,  Hon.  John  Hill  of  Berwick.  This  Joseph  Hill,  senior, 
served  as  a lieutenant  under  his  brother.  Captain  John,  at  Saco  fort,  and 
he  held  various  offices  in  the  town  and  parish,  and  was  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms. 


Samuel  Hill,  the  third  son  of  Roger,  was  commander  of  a packet 
that  carried  supplies  from  Boston  to  the  forts  eastward,  in  the  time  of  the 
Indian  wars,  and  thus  acquired  the  title  of  Captain.  He  was  taken  cap- 
tive by  the  French  and  Indians  about  1701,  and  detained  some  years 
in  Canada  with  his  wife.  In  1704,  Oct.  7,  he  writes  to  his  brother  John, 
from  Canada : — 
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“ Loving  brother  and  sister, — My  kind  love  with  my  wife’s,  hoping 
these  few  lines  will  find  you  in  good  health,  as  they  leave  us  at  this  time, 
blessed  be  God  for  it.  This  is  to  give  you  to  understand  that  we  are  not 
likely  to  come  home  until  next  summer,  when  there  will  be  a general  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  the  reason  of  my  not  coming  home  this  fall  is, 
because  our  government  sent  no  prisoners  home,  for  those  which  this 
governor  sent  by  Livingstone,  for  which  there  was  a great  deal  of  rea- 
son to  have  done,  and  in  the  mean  time  we  remain  sufferers,  whereas,  if 
the  governor  at  Boston  had  sent  them,  I should  have  come  home  with  my 
family,  and  a great  many  others,  nay,  in  so  much  that  if  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts  had  but  sent  one  man  for  me,  this  governor  would  have 
let  me  had  my  family  home  with  me.  But  I desire  to  wait,  as  Job  did, 
for  my  appointed  time  is  not  come.  I pray  give  my  respects  to  Major 
Hammond  and  wife,  cousin  Pearce,  Charles  Frost,  John  Frost  and  their 
wives,  and  to  Mr.  Whittemore.  Brother  and  sister  Hill,  (i.  e.  Ebenezer 
and  wife)  desire  to  be  remembered  to  you  both,  and  all  friends,  desiring 
your  prayers,  and  of  all  God’s  people. 

Your  loving  brother  and  sister, 

Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Hill.” 

The  Governor  of  Canada  sent  this  Capt.  Samuel  Hill  to  Boston  to  ar- 
range an  exchange  of  prisoners.  From  Kittery  he  writes  to  John  Hill,  at 
Berwick,  May  10,  1705 : — 

“ Loving  Brother, — These  are  to  acquaint  you  of  my  health,  and  to  let 
you  know  I have  got  leave  of  his  Excellency  at  Boston  to  go  to  Wells 
and  visit  my  friends  there.  Here  are  Brother  and  Sister  Storer  and 
Brother  Hill  (Joseph)  come  from  Wells  yesterday,  with  whom  I intend  to 
go  thither  in  their  boat,  and  I hope  to  return  next  week.  The  Governor 
has  promised  that  I shall  continue  here  till  the  messenger  returns  from 
Canada.  Your  loving  brother.” 

The  following  year,  Jan.  13th,  1706,  Samuel  writes  from  Portsmouth, 
thus  : — 

“ Loving  Brother, — After  my  kind  love  to  you  and  to  your  wife, 
praying  that  you  would  be  very  careful  of  yourself  in  going  into  the 
woods,  for  the  enemy  will  assuredly  be  skulking  about  to  take  all  advan- 
tages, and  I am  afraid  they  are  near  at  hand,  for  they  did  design  mischief 
this  winter,  before  I came  out  of  Canada,  and  people’s  boldness  and 
security  denote  sudden  destruction,  therefore  I pray,  let  not  people’s  care- 
lessness be  your  danger.” 

Ebenezer  Hill,  a younger  brother,  being  in  Canada  with  his  wife  and 
child  at  the  same  time,  writes  from  Quebec,  March,  1704-5,  to  his  brother 
John  at  Berwick,  expressing  great  discontent  in  Canada,  adding, 

“ Cousin  Pendleton  Fletcher,”  meaning  his  sister’s  son  at  Saco,  “ Mary 
Sayer,  brother  Joseph’s  daughter,  and  Mary  Storer  of  Wells,  with  our 
other  friends  and  neighbors  here,  are  all  well,  and  myself,  wife  and  child 
are  well,  and  send  kind  love  to  you  all,  begging' your  prayers  that  God 
would  direct,  protect  and  keep  us,  and  in  due  time  deliver  us. 

Your  loving  brother  and  sister,  Ebenezer  and  Abiel  Hill.” 

Benjamin,  the  son  of  Roger,  died  in  youth. 

Ebenezer  Hill,  the  fifth  son,  was,  as  may  be  seen  above,  a prisoner 
in  Canada,  and  he  was  taken  in  the  following  manner: — “ Several  Indians 
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in  Saco,  who  professed  to  be  friendly,  and  were  frequently  in  the  houses  of 
the  inhabitants,  called  at  Mr.  Hill’s  in  the  usual  manner  one  morning  and  par- 
took of  some  food  which  was  offered  them.  They  left  the  house,  but  soon 
after  returned,  and,  finding  Mr.  Hill  gone,  told  his  wife  they  must  make  her 
prisoner.  They  proceeded  to  plunder  such  articles  as  they  could  carry 
away,  and  destroyed  others.  When  Mr.  Hill  returned,  he  found  his  wife 
secured,  having  her  arms  pinioned,  and  the  savages  employed  in  emptying 
a featherbed.  He  gave  himself  into  their  hands,  and  the  Indians  de- 
camped with  their  prisoners.”  They  were  carried  to  Canada,  where  they 
remained  three  years.  Their  oldest  son  Ebenezer  was  born  in  Canada, 
and  was  afterwards  called  the  Frenchman.  Ebenezer  Hill  resided  at 
Saco,  and  died  there  in  1748,  aged  69.  He  held  many  town  and  parish 
offices,  and  was  deacon  of  the  church.  His  children  were  Ebenezer, 
(born  in  Canada)  Dorothy,  Susanna,  Benjamin,  Lydia,  Joshua,  and  Jere- 
miah. Jeremiah,  the  youngest,  was  justice  of  the  peace,  married  a Miss 
Smith,  daughter  of  Captain  Daniel,  and  was  father  of  the  late  Hon.  Jere- 
miah Hill,  collector  of  the  port  of  Saco. 

Sarah.,  the  daughter  of  Roger  Hill,  married  Pendleton  Fletcher,  a man 
of  distinction  in  Saco.  He  died  a prisoner  in  Canada,  and  his  widow 
married  William  Priest. 

Hannah.,  married  Lieut.  Joseph  Storer,  who  was  an  active  officer  in 
the  second  Indian  War  in  Wells,  and  had  a garrison  near  the  late  Dr. 
Hemmenway’s  church.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Hon.  Joseph,  Clem- 
ent and  Woodbury,  and  of  Commodore  Storer,  and  Prof.  D.  H.  Storer  of 
Boston. 

Mary  married  Daniel  Littlefield,  and  their  descendants  are  numerous 
in  Wells  and  Kennebunk. 

Leaving  the  other  children  of  Roger  Hill,  our  attention  will  now  be 
directed  chiefly  to  his  oldest  son,  named  John,  and  his  descendants,  and 
to  the  Indian  war,  with  which  his  life  was  interwoven. 

John  Hill  was  born  in  Saco,  and  there,  like  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
received  a good  common-school  education.  In  1686  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Francis  Backhouse  [modernized  to  Backus]  in  building 
a sawmill  at  a place  called  Backus’s  Creek,  they  owning  equally.  By 
the  contract.  Backus  was  to  furnish  timber,  and  Hill  “ to  learn  how  to 
kilter  the  saws,  and  keep  them  in  order.” 

In  1689  the  Indian  war  broke  out,  called  King  William’s  war,  which 
lasted  nearly  ten  years.  A military  company  was  called  into  service  this 
year,  under  the  command  of  Edward  Seargent,  and  John  Hill  was  com- 
missioned by  Thomas  Danforth  its  ensign.  After  this  he  was  employed 
sometimes  in  scouting,  but  served  mostly  in  the  forts  at  Saco,  Wells  and 
South  Berwick.  In  1690  the  settlement  at  Salmon  Falls  was  destroyed 
and  many  killed  or  carried  into  captivity,  and  also  the  fort  at  Falmouth, 
near  Portland.  The  neighboring  garrisons  drew  off  to  Saco,  and  from 
thence  the  inhabitants  mostly  fled  for  protection  to  Wells,  and  among 
them  the  Hill  family,  where  Joseph  and  Samuel,  Hannah  and  Mary,  with 
their  parents,  remained  permanently.  John,  however,  remained  in  the 
fort  at  Saco. 

He  had,  the  preceding  autumn,  received  orders  from  Col.  Benj.  Church, 
the  renowned  Indian  fighter,  to  scout,  and  ‘‘  to  command  the  twenty  sol- 
diers quartered  at  Saco  garrison.”  It  was  ordered  too,  that  “ the  40 
soldiers  posted  at  Saco,  Scarboro’,  and  Spurwink,  (Cape  Elizabeth,)  be 
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in  separate  commands,  but  are  to  attend  to  the  commands  of  Ensign  John 
Hill,  respectively,  as  they  are  concerned  upon  their  scoutings.” 

Signed  “ Benj.  Church.'''^ 

The  mother  of  Ensign  Hill  probably  remained  in  the  fort  with  her  son 
at  Saco,  as  we  find  the  following  letter,  written  to  her  from  Wells,  the 
7th  of  May,  1690,  by  her  husband,  Roger  Hill : — 

“ Dear  and  loving  wife, — These  are  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  all 
well  here,  blessed  be  God  for  it,  and  all  our  children  remember  their  duty 
to  you.  The  Indians  have  killed  Goodman  Frost  and  James  Littlefield, 
and  carried  away  Nathaniel  Frost,  and  burnt  several  houses,  here  in  Wells, 
and  I would  have  our  son  John  Hill  to  hire  a boat  if  he  can,  to  bring  you 
and  some  of  our  things  by  water,  for  I fear  it  is  not  safe  to  come  by  land. 
Son  John,  be  as  careful  of  your  mother  as  possibly  you  can,  for  it  is  very 
dangerous  times ; the  Lord  only  knows  whether  we  shall  ever  see  one 
another  any  more.  Praying  for  your  prosperity. 

Your  loving  husband,  until  death, 

Roger  Hill. 

Remember  my  love  to  son  Fletcher  and  daughter,  and  all  their  children, 
and  to  all  my  neighbors  in  general. 

Son  Storer  and  wife  remember  their  duty  to  you,  and  love  to  their 
brother  Fletcher  and  all  cousins,  and  yourself.” 

The  following  year  Mr.  Hill  was  stationed  at  Wells,  where  he  received 
the  following  note  from  the  Governor’s  Secretary,  dated  Boston  : — 

“ Ensign  Hill  at  Wells  ” “ June  4 — 1691 

These  come  to  accompany  35  soldiers  ordered  for  enforcing  of  the 
garrisons  at  Wells,  who  are  to  be  put  under  your  conduct  until  Captain 
Convers  returns,  within  ten  days.  Expecting  you  will  carefully  improve 
them  for  scouting  to  observe  the  motion  of  the  enemy  ” 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1692,  the  Indians  surprised  the  town  of  York, 
killed  seventy-five  of  the  inhabitants,  carried  about  the  same  number  into 
captivity,  and  nearly  destroyed  the  town.  On  the  10th  of  June  following 
a large  force  of  more  than  two  hundred  French  and  Indians  made  a 
furious  attack  on  the  garrison  at  Wells,  commanded  by  Captain  Convers, 
who,  with  fifteen  regular  soldiers,  aided  by  a few  families  collected  there 
for  protection,  repulsed  the  enemy  with  a heavy  loss.  This  was  con- 
sidered the  most  brilliant  achievement  of  the  war.  Cotton  Mather,  in  his 
“ Magnalia,”  describes  Ensign  Hill’s  good  conduct  in  the  fight,  and  of 
his  meeting  a flag  of  truce  of  the  enemy  to  hold  a parley,  and  of  his 
escape  from  an  ambush  the  Indians  had  prepared  to  take  him.  The 
people  in  the  garrison,  women  as  well  as  men,  assisted  bravely  in  pass- 
ing cartridges  and  firing  muskets  at  the  enemy. 

After  this  victory  Hill  was  promoted  to  a lieutenant,  and  was  stationed 
at  Quampegan  and  Newichewannock,  in  South  Berwick,  under  Major 
Charles  Frost,  who  was  stationed  at  Frost’s  Garrison,  at  Kittery,  and 
commanded  all  the  forts  on  the  east  side  of  the  Pascataqua.  Spies  were 
usually  sent  by  the  Indians  to  reconnoitre  before  the  enemy  approached 
places  intended  for  destruction,  who  lurked  about  the  woods,  and  required 
a constant  ward  and  watch.  The  following  letter  to  Lieutenant  Hill 
gives  an  idea  of  the  vigilance  and  circumspection  necessary  to  be  ob- 
served in  these  trying  times. 
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LeiutHill  April:  2:  1693 

Last  night  a Litle  after  sun  sett  Noah  Emory  was  coming  from  Kitlery 
to  Sturgion  Creke  & by  the  waie  sid  herd  som  crackling  of  stickes  : & 
herd  a man  whissell  : upon  which  he  stopt  under  a bush  : and  went  an 
other  waie  : John  Smith  coming  after  him  saw  a man  nere  Sturgion  Creke 
bridge  who  ran  a waie  down  the  creke : Smith  being  on  horse  back  came 
to  my  Garison — this  morning  I sent  out  som  men  who  saw  the  Indian 
track  at  the  same  place  where  Noah  Emerey  herd  him  whissell — Kepe 
out  scouts  about  the  borders  of  the  towne : I will  send  out  from  hence  : 
all  or  souldiers  at  the  banke  are  drawen  of  those  yt  belong  to  you  are 
sent  up  : dispose  of  them  to  such  garisons  at  present  as  you  thinke  fitt : I 
have  given  two  of  them  liberty  to  goe  home  for  a few  dayes : 

In  hast  I Remaine  yor:  Lo:  freind 
[Superscribed]  Charles  Ffrost  major. 

Ffor  Leiut  John  Hill 

At  Newitchawoneck 

Hast  Post  Hast 

Hill’s  station  was  about  five  miles  from  Major  Frost’s  Garrison  and 
dwelling,  where  official  duties  required  his  frequent  visits.  A daughter 
of  the  Major,  named  Mary,  attracted  his  attention,  and  soon  after  became 
his  wife.  Another  daughter  of  Frost  married  Ichabod  Plaisted,  then  in 
the  legislature  ; another  married  Lieut.  Joseph  Storer  of  Wells. 

Towards  the  close  of  April,  1693,  Hill  received  the  following  letter 
from  three  of  the  Council  in  Boston  : — 

“ Capt.  John  Hill  ” 

Sir,  His  Excellency  hath  been  pleased  to  commissionate  & appoint 
you  to  take  the  charge  of  a company  for  their  Majesty’s  service,  and  pur- 
suant thereunto  hath  sent  you  a Commission  of  Captain.  By  virtue  of  a 
Commission  and  Instructions  given  to  us  by  his  Excellency,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  we  have  ordered  Capt.  Convers  to 
erect  a garrison  upon  Saco  River,  where  his  Excellency  intends  to  be,  to 
give  further  orders  and  directions  about  the  same  ; — these  are  to  order 
you  to  march,  with  such  of  your  company  as  are  suitable  unto  Saco, 
there  to  attend  Capt.  Convers’s  orders  or  such  other  orders  as  you  shall 
receive  from  his  Excellency  Major  Frost,  or  from  us,  from  time  to  time. 
There  are  80  men  to  be  sent  to  Saco  ; for  dispatch,  in  erecting  3d  garri- 
son,— fifty  whereof  will  be  drawn  off  with  Capt.  Convers,  to  march  East, 
in  an  expedition  for  their  Majesty’s  service,  and  then  the  remainder, 
which  will  be  30,  together  with  those  posted  at  Wells,  are  to  be  your 
company,  yourself  to  keep  the  post  at  Saco  and  see  the  garrison  finished. 
Those  at  Wells  to  be  left  under  the  conduct  of  your  lieutenant,  Jeremy 
Storer.  Signed,  Barth^  Gedney, 

Elisha  Hutchinson, 
John  Wally.” 

Immediately  after  John  Flill’s  arrival  in  Saco,  his  brother-in-law,  Icha- 
bod Plaisted,  writes  to  him,  June  9th,  1693,  “ Last  night  we  had  four  per- 
sons carried  away  from  the  Garrison  by  the  Indians,  and  one  wounded. 
The  place  was  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  and  those  carried  away  were  Nicholas 
Frost’s  wife,  and  two  children,  and  the  Widow  Smith.” 

Captain  Hill  was  married  to  Mary  Frost,  Dec.  12th,  1694.  He  remained 
in  the  command  of  Fort  Mary  for  many  years,  until  1700.  His  commis- 
sion, of  the  same  tenor  as  the  former  one  by  Governor  Phips,  was  renewed 
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in  Sept.  1696,  by  Lieut.  Governor  Stoughton.  The  following  letter  was 
addressed  to  him  by  his  father-in-law,  Major  Frost,  soon  after  the  cowardly 
surrender  by  Capt.  Chubb  of  Fort  Pemaquid,  on  the  Kennebec,  and  when 
the  combined  force  of  French  and  Indians  had  devastated  the  whole 
province  of  Maine,  with  the  exception  of  Saco,  Wells,  York,  and  Pascat- 
aqua,  and  when  it  was  feared  these  must  soon  fall. 

Sonn  Hill  Wells  August  13lh  : 1696 — 

I am  now  at  Wells  with  twenty  horse  Intending  to  Com  over  to  you 
but  hereing  of  severall  guns  about  yor  parts  I have  sent  over  three  men 
to  know  how  it  is  with  you.  I have  an  order  from  the  governor  to  assist 
you  in  drawing  of : and  I have  an  order  from  the  Leut  gouvernor  to  draw 
of  & bring  a waie  what  can  be  transported  by  Land  : & to  hide  the  rest 
in  the  ground  with  the  great  guns : but  or  townes  are  soe  weake  for  want 
of  men  that  if  the  enemie  be  about  you  we  fere  wee  are  to  weke  to  com 
and  bring  you  of : I was  informed  as  I writ  to  you  that  Major  Church  was 
com  to  or  assistants  but  it  is  not  soe  but  tis  said  he  is  coming  with  three 
hundred  men  : & major  Gidney  with  five  hundred  men  to  or  assistants  : 
or  people  are  much  troubled  that  yor  fort  should  be  Demollished  : Capt 
Chubb  gave  up  his  fort  without  firing  a gun  against  the  Enemie.  Let  me 
here  from  you  by  the  barer  here  of  my  Love  to  yor  selfe  and  wife  : I 
pray  god  to  keepe  you  from  the  Rage  of  the  Enemie.  I Remaine 

tis  said  six  Indians  Yor  Loving  fiather  in  Law 

were  sen  here  this  day  Charles  Ffrost 

[Superscribed] 

To  Capt.  John  Hill  At  Saco  fibrt 
Hast  post  Hast 

The  fort  at  Saco  was  not  surrendered  by  Hill,  although  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  were  driven  away  or  killed,  and  many  of  Hill’s  soldiers 
were  waylaid  and  murdered  while  venturing  out  of  the  fort. 

Early  this  year,  1696,  died  Roger  Hill,  the  father  of  Capt.  John  Hill. 
A division  of  the  movable  estate  took  place  soon  after,  as  appears  by  this 
receipt  of  the  children. 

“ Wells  December  18lh  1696 — Received  of  Capt.  John  Hill  Adminis- 
trator to  father  Hill’s  estate  of  the  movables  to  our  full  satisfaction.  Rec*^ 
by  us  whose  names  are  hereunder  written, — Joseph  Storer,  Samuel  Hill, 
Joseph  Hill,  David  Littlefield,  Pendleton  Fletcher.” 

The  real  estate  was  divided  among  the  children  in  Oct.  1702,  by  mutual 
agreement ; John,  the  oldest  son,  taking  a double  portion,  and  the  others 
all  sharing  equally.  Previous  to  this,  Pendleton  Fletcher  had  died  in 
captivity  in  Canada,  and  his  widow  had  married  William  Priest,  whose 
name  appears  among  the  signers  of  the  agreement,  and  Ebenezer  Hill 
was  absent  in  Saco  ; otherwise  the  names  were  as  in  the  former  paper 
relating  to  movable  estate. 

The  widow  of  Roger  Hill  made  her  home  with  her  son  John,  and  con- 
veyed to  him  or  his  widow  all  her  property  at  Berwick,  in  1720,  where 
she  died  soon  after. 

Captain  Hill,  while  at  Saco,  acted  as  agent  for  Col.  William  Pepperrell, 
father  of  Sir  William,  in  directing  the  building  of  vessels,  to  whom  Pep- 
perrell writes,  Nov.  2,  1696 — 

“ Sir, — With  much  trouble  I have  gotten  and  sent  men  for  the  sloop, 
and  desire  you  to  dispatch  them  with  all  speed.  I think  it  may  be  safest 
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to  mast  and  bend  her  sails  before  you  launch  her.  Desire  you  to  hasten 
them  night  and  day,  for,  sir,  it  will  be  dangerous  tarrying  there,  and 
chargable  keeping  the  men  on  pay.  I shall  send  you  a barrel  of  rum 
and  a barrel  of  molasses,  and  there  is  a cask  of  wine  to  launch  her  with. 
So  with  my  service  to  yourself  and  good  lady,  your  humble  servant, 

William  Pepperrell.” 

Capt.  Hill  received  the  following  sad  tidings  of  the  death  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Major  Charles  Frost,  dated  Wells,  July  10,  1697,  from  his  brother- 
in-law,  Joseph  Storer  : — 

“ Brother  Hill 

It  hath  pleased  god  to  take  away  ; Major  Frost — the  Indens  waylad  him 
Last  Sabbath  day  as  he  was  cominge  whom  from  meetting  at  night  ; and 
Killed  him  and  John  Heards  wife  and  Denes  Downing  ; and  John  Heard 
is  wounded  ; the  Good  Lord  saniifie  it  to  us  all  ; it  is  a Great  Loss  to  the 
whole  Province  ; and  Espesely  to  his  famyley  : and  Last  Monday  the 
post  that  Cam  to  Wells  as  they  went  to  goe  whom  the  Indens  Killed  them 
a bout  the  marked  tree  : namly  Nicholas  Smith  Proper ; and  Hennery 
Simson  ; Brother  mistress  Frost  is  very  full  of  sory  ; and  all  her  Children  ; 
Cousen  Charles  and  John  was  with  there  Father  ; and  Escaped  wonder- 
fuly  ; and  seuerall  others  with  them  ; Capt  Brekett  went  with  som  of  his 
Company  a Monday  by  the  way  of  Nechewanack  and  I went  with  them 
— and  was  there  at  the  Major’s  Funerall  ; and  I see  your  wife  full  of 
greef : and  your  Child  is  well  ; Mrs  Frost  and  sister  & all  your  Brothers 
& sisters  Remembers  theire  loue  to  you  ; and  Ernestly  desires  you  to 
com  over  if  you  can  possible  without  danger. 

pray  doe  not  venter  In  the  day  to  Com ; Remember  our  Love  to  all  our 
Brothers  and  sisters  and  Cousens  ; and  the  good  Lord  Keepe  us  in  these 
perreles  times  and  santyfie  all  his  Awfull  dispensations  to  us  noe  more 
at  present  praying  for  you 

your  uery  Louinge  Brother 

Wells  the  : 10th  July  1697  Joseph  Storer.” 

Major  John  March,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  after  Major  Frost’s 
murder,  writes  to  Capt.  Hill  ; — 

“ Capt.  John  Hill  “ Wells  Augt  1697. 

Sir, — My  kind  respects  and  service  to  yourself,  hoping  these  will  find 
you  in  health,  as  I am,  blessed  be  God  for  it.  Sir,  I thought  it  good  to 
write  to  let  you  understand  I am  now  at  Wells,  and  thought  it  convenient 
to  inform  you  of  my  proceedings  as  to  ordering  out  scouts  from  Wells  to 
Saco  to  yourself,  by  reason  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wells  standing  in  much 
need  of  guards  in  marshes  now  in  their  hay  season.  I have  ordered 
scouts  to  come  every  two  days  to  you,  but  they  shall  come  mounted  and 
in  the  night,  and  stay  with  you  the  next  day,  and  to  return  to  Wells  the 
next  night.  Likewise  I have  sent  out  two  or  three  Englishmen  with 
Lieut.  Leatherby,  with  about  30  Indians,  who  have  orders  from  myself  to 
go  out  as  far  as  Casco  (Portland)  and  Black  Point,  and  they  are  to  lay 
out  in  ambuscade  a week  or  ten  days,  I in  hopes  they  will  make  some 
discovery  of  the  enemy,  or  come  up  with  them,  and  sir  if  they  should 
have  occasion  for  any  provisions  or  any  assistance  by  way  of  advice, 
pray  sir  supply  and  assist  in  the  matter,  and  sir  for  what  provisions  they 
have,  I will  give  you  a receipt,  and  in  so  doing  you  will  oblige 

Your  friend  and  servant  to  command 

John  March,  Major. 
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The  number  of  soldiers  in  the  garrison  at  Fort  Mary,  in  February, 
1699,  was  sixteen,  including  officers,  viz.,  Capt.  John  Hill,  Lt.  Joseph, 
his  brother.  Corporal  Ebenezer  Hill,  do.,  Pendleton  Fletcher,  nephew  of 
the  Hills,  Thomas  Harvey,  Samuel  Smith,  Edmund  Leverett,  John 
Crocker,  Benj.  Mayers,  Humphrey  Deering,  Shubael  Henning,  John 
Sweeting,  Henry  Taylor,  David  Jones,  Mark  Round  and  Jeffry  Mercy, 
two  thirds  of  whom,  exclusive  of  officers,  could  not  write  their  names, 
as  appears  by  the  pay  roll. 

The  following  letters  are  worthy  of  preservation,  as  illustrative  of  the 
history  of  the  times. 

In  August,  1699,  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  writes  to  Capt.  Hill : — 

“ His  majesty’s  council  of  this  province  and  I have  agreed  that  it  will 
be  for  his  majesty’s  service,  that  you  do  with  all  possible  speed  give  no- 
tice to  the  Sagamores  of  the  Eastern  Indians,  that  they  come  hither  to 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  to  make  their  submission,  and  give  such  assurance  of 
their  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  his  majesty  as  shall  be  required  of  them, 
and  that  they  be  herewith  on  the  10th  of  this  present  month  of  August. 
I desire  therefore  you  will  not  fail  to  dispatch  messengers  to  the  said 
Sagamores  accordingly. 

I am  your  friend  and  serv’t, 

“ I desire  you  will  employ  some  people  Bellamont.” 

to  collect  some  Balm  of  Gilead,  and  I will 
reward  their  pains  that  gather  it,  and  be 
thankful  to  you.” 


Again,  Oct.  19,  1699,  the  Governor  writes : — 


“ Captain  Hill, — I hope  you  will  not  fail  to  be  extremely  secret  in  the 
business  I now  commit  to  you ; if  Bradish  and  Wetherby,  the  two  pirates 
that  escaped  out  of  the  jail  of  this  town,  be  not  taken  and  brought  back 
by  the  last  day  of  this  month,  I desire  you  will  then  send  this  inclosed 
letter  of  mins  to  the  French  Jesuit  or  Frier,  that  is  with  the  Indians,  at  a 
fort  called  Norocomecock,  and  that  by  some  very  trusty  Indian,  to  whom 
you  must  give  a double  reward,  and  charge  him  to  deliver  my  letter  to 
the  Friar  privately,  that  nobody  may  see  him  deliver  it,  if  he  can.  If 
you  manage  this  matter  prudently,  I doubt  not  but  Bradish  and  his  com- 
panion will  be  retaken  and  brought  back,  and  your  chief  care  must  be  to 
keep  it  secret  that  I have  written  to  the  Friar,  wherein  you  will  oblige 
Your  friend  and  servant. 


Bellamont.” 


[Copy  of  the  letter.] 

de  Boston,  de  19  I’Octobre,  1699. 

Monsieur, — L’on  me  donne  avis  aujourdui  que  deux  Pyrates  Anglais 
nominez  Bradish  et  Wetherby  qui  se  sont  eschappez  hors  de  la  prison  de 
cette  ville  il  y a plus  de  trois  mois,  se  sont  retirez  au  Chateau  des  Indiens 
appella  Norocomecock  ou  vous  tenez  vostre  residence  a present.  Je  ne 
-crois  pas  que  vous  pretendiez  garentir  in  couvrier  deux  Sielerats  de  la 
main  de  la  justice,  et  sivous  piquez  d’eu  faire  de  bous  Catholiques  Ro- 
mans je  suis  seur  que  vous  vous  y tromperez  comrne  Jesuis  persuade  que 
des  gens  comme  ces  deux  liqui  sont  capables  de  Piraterie  (que  jestime 
le  dernier  des  crimes)  se  rendroient  de  main  ou  Juifs  ou  Mahometains, 
pourveu  quils  peussent  se  sauver  la  vie.  Vous  vous  ferez  done  plus 
d’honneur  et  eu  mene  temps  plus  de  service  au  bon  dieu,  enfaisent  re- 
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noyer  ces  deux  Sielarets  in  a Boston  a fin  quils  recoivent  la  chatiment 
qui  leur  es  du.  Je  donneray  deux  cent  escus  de  Bradish,  et  cent  escus 
de  Wetherby,  a celui  qui  me  les  rameneront,  et  de  plus  j paesay  les  frais 
du  voyage.  J’ose  dire  que  Monsieur  de  Calliere  Gouveneur  de  Canada 
vous  feza  ses  remerciments  du  service  que  vous  jerez  au  public  en 
m’accordant  la  grace  on  plutost  la  justice  que  je  vous  demande  peut  estre 
aussi  pourray.  Je  trouver  I’occasion  de  vous  en  rendre  une  pareille, 
quand  je  ne  manqueray  pas  de  vous  marquer  que  je  feray 
Monr 

A Monsieur  Votre  tres  humble  serviteur 

le  Pere  Missionaire  Bellamont. 

Norocomecock. 

[Translation.] 

Boston,  19th  October,  1699. 

Monsieur, — I am  informed  to-day  that  two  English  pirates,  named 
Bradish  and  Wetherby,  who  escaped  from  the  prison  in  this  town  more 
than  three  months  ago,  have  taken  refuge  in  the  Indian  post  called  Noro- 
comecock, where  you  now  reside.  I do  not  believe  that  you  intend  to 
screen  two  criminals  from  the  hand  of  justice  ; and  if  you  please  yourself 
with  the  hope  of  making  them  good  Roman  Catholics,  I am  sure  that  you 
will  be  deceived,  for  I am  persuaded  that  such  fellows  as  these,  who  are 
capable  of  piracy  (which  I consider  the  worst  of  crimes),  would  turn 
Jews  or  Mohammedans  on  the  spot  if  they  could  save  their  lives  by  it. 
You  will  then  do  more  credit  to  yourself,  and  a better  service  to  the  good 
God,  by  sending  back  these  two  criminals  to  Boston,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive the  punishment  due  to  them.  I will  give  two  hundred  crowns  for 
Bradish,  and  a hundred  crowns  for  Wetherby,  to  any  one  who  will  bring 
them  back,  and  will  pay  the  expenses  of  the  journey  in  addition.  I have 
no  doubt  that  M.  de  Calliere,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  will  thank  you  for 
the  service  you  will  do  to  the  public  by  granting  me  the  favor,  or  rather 
the  justice,  which  I ask.  Perhaps,  moreover,  I shall  find  an  opportunity 
to  make  a like  return,  when  I shall  not  fail  to  testify  that 
I am.  Sir, 

To  Monsieur  Your  very  humble  servant, 

the  Missionary  Father,  Bellamont. 

Norocomecock. 

Secretary  Addington  to  Captain  Hill  : — 

“ Boston,  Feb.  8,  1699. 

“ Sir, — I am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acquaint  you  that  by 
letters  from  Governor  Winthrop  of  Connecticut  and  a narrative  given  to 
him  by  Owoneco,  Sachem  of  the  Mohegans,  the  Indians  have  been  abused 
by  a malicious  and  lying  report  insinuated  to  them,  that  the  king  of  Eng- 
land is  sending  over  forces  to  cut  off  and  extirpate  them,  which  has 
instigated  them  to  enter  into  a combination  agaitist  the  English,  and  to 
send  presents  one  to  another  to  engage  them  thereto.  And  it  is  said 
some  of  the  new  Roxbury  Indians  are  drawn  off  and  gone  eastward.  It 
is  thought  necessary  that  you  be  advised  hereof,  that  as  you  have  oppor- 
tunity you  may  endeavor  to  undeceive  the  Indians  and  to  give  them  to 
understand  there  is  nothing  in  said  report,  but  that  they  stand  in  good 
terms  with  the  king’s  government  whilst  they  continue  peaceably  and 
orderly,  and  may  expect  protection  from  them.  So  it  will  be  prudent 
to  us  to  use  all  vigilance  and  circumspection,  to  observe  their  motions  and 
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behaviour,  and  to  endeavor  the  preventing  of  their  taking  advantage  by 
any  surprise  which  you  are  directed  to  take  care  of  at  the  garrison  under 
your  command,  and  to  avoid  all  occasions  of  giving  them  any  provo- 
cation. You  are  not  ignorant  of  their  insults  and  falseness  ; wherefore 
they  are  to  be  the  more  strictly  observed  and  watched  over.  My  lord 
has  received  letters  from  Albany  dated  the  first  of  this  month  which 
advise  him  that  all  things  are  well  there. 

Your  friend  and  humble  ser^ 

Isaac  Addington,  Secretary.” 

Subjoined  is  the  following  : — 

“ Capt.  Hill,  Sir, — I made  bold  to  open  your  letter  because  there  came 
a report  that  the  Mohegan  Indians  intend  to  fall  on  the  English  forthwith, 
but  since  I looked  into  it  I hope  there  is  no  great  danger  as  yet.  The 
Good  Lord  fit  us  for  his  own  will. 

Your  brother,  Joseph  Hill. 

Feb.  21,  at  sunset,  1699.” 

From  I.  Addington: — 

“ Boston,  Nov.  28th,  1699. 

‘‘  Capt.  Hill, — I am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  and  Council  to 
signify  unto  you  that  upon  information  given  them  by  Capt.  Sylvanus 
Davis,  lately  come  from  Casco  Bay  (Portland),  of  a considerable  number 
of  Indians  gathered  together  in  those  parts,  in  expectation  of  receiving 
some  supply  for  trade,  and  that  they  had  brought  with  them  stores  of 
peltry  for  that  purpose ; the  Governor  and  Council  have  thereupon  thought 
fit  to  order  a vessel  with  suitable  goods,  provisions,  &c.  to  be  forthwith 
dispatched  into  those  parts  for  the  supplying  of  and  trading  with  the  said 
Indians ; of  which  you  are  to  forward  the  speedy  notice  unto  the  said 
Indians  by  some  prudent  person  belonging  unto  the  garrison  under  your 
command,  to  the  intent  the  said  Indians  may  not  draw  off  in  disgust,  look- 
ing at  themselves  to  be  neglected  by  the  government. 

I am  Sir  your  your  obed^  ser^ 

Isaac  Addington,  Secretary. 

Another  : — 

“ Boston,  March  12,  1699. 

Capt.  Hill,  Sir, — I am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  and  Council  to 
acquaint  you  by  several  credible  informations  from  divers  parts  they  are 
persuaded  to  believe  that  the  Indians  of  Pennicooke  &c.  are  forming  a 
devilish  design  of  raising  a new  war  upon  the  English  and  that  they  are 
hastening  to  begin  to  put  it  in  execution,  possibly  in  the  moonlight  nights 
now  drawing  on,  and  to  direct  that  you  forthwith  put  all  things  in  good 
order  within  the  garrison  under  your  command,  and  be  very  careful  of 
keeping  good  watches  and  lookouts,  and  observant  of  the  behaviour  and 
carriage  of  the  Indians,  especially  of  those  that  resort  unto  you  on  the 
account  of  trade,  that  they  gain  no  advantage  for  the  perpetrating  of  any 
mischief  or  surprise,  withal  avoiding  the  giving  them  any  just  provocation 
or  beginning  a quarrel  with  them.  You  are  not  unacquainted  with  their 
stratagems,  and  it  is  believed  your  prudence  will  direct  you  to  do  what 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  yourself  and  those  under  your  com- 
mand and  the  public  peace. 

I am  with  respects  y^  hum®  ser* 


I.  Addington,  Secy. 
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In  November,  1699,  Capt.  Hill,  having  served  through  the  war — over 
ten  years — resolved  to  resign  his  commission  and  retire  to  private  life. 
The  Governor,  in  compliance  with  his  request,  granted  him  permission 
“ to  visit  Boston  to  adjust  his  accounts,”  and  in  the  following  April  re- 
ceived his  resignation. 

By  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Bellamont. 

“ Whereas,  upon  your  request  to  be  discharged  from  his  majesty’s 
service,  I have  thought  fit  to  appoint  and  commissronate  George  Turfrey 
Esq.  gent,  to  be  captain  of  his  majesty’s  Fort  Mary,  at  present  under 
your  command. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  ordered,  upon  receipt  hereof  (which  I send 
by  s^^  Captain  Turfrey)  to  surrender  and  deliver  up  to  his  the  said  Tur- 
frey’s  charge  and  command  the  said  Fort  Mary,  and  all  the  guns,  artillery, 
ammunition,  stores,  provisions  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  and 
the  soldiers  now  posted  in  garrison  there  : as  also  to  deliver  unto  his  custody 
all  such  Goods  and  Effects  remaining  unsold  in  your  hands  of  what  was 
committed  to  you  for  trade  with  the  Indians.  Taking  the  said  Turfrey’s 
receipt  for  what  you  shall  deliver  to  him.  Hereof  fail  not.  For  which 
this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant.  And  you  are  upon  receipt  hereof 
accordingly  discharged  from  his  majesty’s  service. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Boston  the  eighth  day  of  April  1700,  and  in 
the  12th  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign. 

Bellamont.” 

To  Capt.  John  Hill 
Commander  of  his  Majesty’s 
Fort  Mary  at  Saco. 

Capt.  John  Hill  removed  from  Saco  to  Berwick,  and  built  a house  a 
quarter  of  a mile  west  of  Great  Works’  falls.  His  brother-in-law,  Icha- 
bod  Plaisted,  resided  between  him  and  the  falls.  Mr.  Hill  followed  the 
occupation  of  a planter,  and  owned  mills.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Hon.  Judge  Hill,  who,  after  his  father’s  death,  built  the  house  opposite 
the  old  residence,  which  is  now  occupied  by  his  great-grandson.  Captain 
Benjamin  Gerrish. 

The  children  of  Captain  John  were — 

1.  Hon.  John  Hill,  just  mentioned,  who,  as  will  presently  appear, 
became  a judge,  representative  and  senator  in  the  legislature,  major  and 

councillor.  He  was  born  March  2,  1703;  married  Eliza , who  died 

Jan.  2,  1763.  His  second  wife  was  the  widow  of  Rev.  John  Blunt,  and 
daughter  of  Hon.  John  Frost,  the  son  of  Major  Charles  Frost,  who  was 
killed  by  the  Indians.  [See  Frost’s  life,  in  Genealogical  Journal,  1849.] 

2.  Abigail,  born  Dec.  15,  1706. 

3.  Elisha,  born  Feb.  3,  1709,  and  died  June  1,  1764,  aged  54.  He 
had  a son  Elisha,  who  died  Aug.  6,  1785,  aged  68. 

4.  Eunice,  born  Nov.  1,  1712,  who  died  single,  1737. 

The  children  of  Judge  John  Hill  and  Eliza  were — 

I.  Abigail,  born  July  31, 1729.  She  m.  Thomas  Wallingford.  Their 
children  were  Thomas,  who  m.  Hannah  Lyman  of  York ; John,  who  m. 
a March  ; Margaret,  who  m.  a Tate ; Mary,  who  m.  Gen.  Ichabod  Good- 
win ; Elizabeth,  who  m.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Ricker ; Abigail,  who  m.  Dr. 
Jacob  Kittredge,  and  Andrew,  who  died  young. 

II.  John,  born  Feb.  25,  1730,  died  July  14,  1737. 
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III.  and  IV.  Margaret  and  Eliza  (twins),  born  July  22,  1733.  Mar- 
garet and  her  brother  John  died  of  throat  distemper,  1737.  Eliza^  the 
other  twin,  m.  Capt.  Ben.  Gerrish,  son  of  Timothy.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren, viz : 1.  Nathaniel^  b.  June  2,  1754,  died  single.  2.  Elizabeth., 
b.  June  24,  1756,  m.  Capt.  John  Furness,  and  had  three  children,  viz : 
Thomas,  who  died  in  Algiers  a prisoner;  Betsy,  who  m.  Capt.  Eliot 
Raynes  of  York,  and  the  third  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Furness  afterwards 
m.  Nathaniel  Raynes  of  York.  3.  Benjamin.,  b.  July  23,  1758.  He  m. 
Miriam  Rait  Ferguson,  commanded  a vessel,  and  died  in  Havana  in  1792, 
aged  33.  His  widow  died  in  1835,  aged  72.  They  left  two  children — 
Betsey,  who  died  in  1835  unmarried,  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Gerrish,  who 
m.  Abigail,  daughter  of  Col.  Daniel  Lewis  of  Alfred.  The  captain  resides 
in  the  house  of  his  great-grandfather.  Judge  Hill,  S.  Berwick.  4.  Mary, 
who  m.  Richard  Lord,  and  had  nine  children,  viz  : Benjamin,  Eunice, 
Betsey,  Sabina,  Sophia,  Prudence,  Abigail,  Mary  and  Caroline. 

V.  Charles,  the  fifth  child  of  Judge  Hill,  born  Aug.  15,  1734.  He 
resided  many  years  with  his  father.  Judge  Hill,  at  Great  Works.  Being 
unsuccessful  in  lumber  trade,  he  removed  to  Conway,  N.  H.  In  his  later 
years  he  lived  with  his  sons  in  Fryburg,  Lyman,  and  elsewhere.  He  died 
at  Meredith,  N.  H.  in  1819,  aged  85.  He  was  a justice  of  the  peace,  a 
man  of  great  conversational  power,  and  deeply  imbued  with  religious 
feeling.  He  m.  Sarah  Prentiss  of  Cambridge,  who  died  in  April,  1802. 
She  was  the  mother  of  fourteen  children,  viz : 1.  John ; 2.  Sarah  ; 3.  Sarah, 
2d  ; 4.  Charles ; 5.  Henry  ; 6.  Sarah,  3d  ; 7.  Elizabeth ; 8.  Leavitt ; 
9.  Thomas  ; 10.  George  ; 11.  John,  2d  ; 12.  Amos  A. ; 13.  Thomas  P. ; 
14.  Mary.  Five  of  these  died  in  infancy.  Charles  died  in  July,  1819, 
at  Lyman,  aged  57 ; Henry  in  1804,  aged  40.  Sarah,  3d,  m.  Moses 
Yeaton,  a farmer  in  Berwick.  Elizabeth  m.  Elijah  Clemmens,  and  had, 
Leavitt,  born  1770  ; George,  born  March  7,  1774 ; Amos  Adams,  born 
Feb.  22, 1778;  Thomas  P.,  born  May  13,  1781,  a physician  in  Hanover, 
N.  H.  Mary  m.  John  Evans,  a farmer  in  Fryburg. 

Charles  Hill,  the  son  of  Charles  and  grandson  of  Hon.  John,  had  four 
wives.  By  the  first  (Martha  Day)  he  had  one  son,  named  Charles,  born 
in  1788,  and  settled  in  Lyman.  By  the  second  wife  no  children.  By  the 
third  he  had  eight  children,  viz : Martha,  m.  J.  W.  Roberts,  Lyman  ; 
John,  a printer,  died  in  Louisiana  in  1819 ; Deborah,  m.  Solomon  Drown, 
Lyman  ; Abigail,  died  March,  1812  ; Leavitt,  resides  at  Sacarappa,  Me. ; 
Sarah  P.,  m.  Seth  Whitten,  Kennebunkport ; Simon,  died  in  1833;  Amos 
A.,  a mechanic,  Dorchester.  By  the  fourth  wife  he  had  Henry  Hill,  a 
farmer  in  York,  Me. ; Samuel  P.,  merchant,  Charlestown  ; Lucy,  died  in 
1816,  an  infant. 

Henry  Hill,  son  of  Charles  and  grandson  of  Hon.  John,  had  six  chil- 
dren, viz  : Sarah,  Henry,  Hypsebath,  Elizabeth,  Amos  A.  and  Thomas  P. 

Sarah  Hill,  3d,  daughter  of  Charles  Hill,  the  son  of  Hon.  John  Hill, 
married  Moses  Yeaton,  and  had  eleven  children,  viz  : Lucy,  Alice,  Cyrus, 
Mahalah,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Susan  C.,  Caroline  S.,  Leavitt  H.,  Sarah  P. 
and  Moses. 

Leavitt  Hill,  son  of  Charles  and  grandson  of  Hon.  John,  m.  Miss  Rus- 
sell, and  had  eight  children,  viz : Sarah,  John,  Abigail,  Eunice,  Thomas, 
Mary,  Leavitt  and  Charles. 

George  Hill,  son  of  Charles  Hill,  great  grandson  of  Hon.  John,  mar- 
ried Penhope  Parker,  and  had  eight  children,  viz  : Mary,  Caleb  m.  and 
settled  in  Dorchester,  Samuel  in  South  Carolina,  Naomi,  Sally,  Joshua, 
Betsy  and  James. 
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Thomas  P.  Hill,  soil  of  Charles  Hill,  born  May  23,  1781 ; married, 

1818,  Sophia  of  Conway,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  born  Oct. 

1819.  He  was  married  the  second  time  to  Mrs.  Phebe  C.  Marsh  of 
Bath,  Me. 

Mary  Hill,  daughter  of  Charles  Hill,  the  son  of  Hon.  John,  born  1785, 
married  John  Evans  of  Fryburg,  Me.  1804,  and  had  ten  children,  viz : 
Henry  H.,  Thomas  S.,  John,  Charles,  Amos,  James  O.,  Prentiss  H., 
Sarah  E.,  Stephen  and  George. 

Hon.  John  Hill,  son  of  Capt.  John  who  commanded  at  Saco,  was  born, 
as  before  stated,  in  1703,  and  married  Eliza  . He  was  commis- 

sioned as  ensign  in  1727  by  Gov.  Hummer,  and  in  1729  as  lieutenant;  as 
first  lieutenant  by  Burnet  in  1729 ; as  captain  by  Belcher  ; again  as 
captain  in  1744  by  William  Shirley,  and  in  1754  as  major  by  Shirley. 

He  was  elected  to  the  house  and  senate  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  was  a member  of  the  governor’s  council  from  1755  to  1771. 
He  was  appointed  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  associate  justice  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  and  chief  justice  of  the  same,  also  judge  of  probate  for 
a brief  period. 

He  was  distantly  related  to,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Sir  William 
Pepperrell,  who  reposed  every  confidence  in  him,  and  made  him  the 
depositary  of  his  will  for  many  years  before  his  decease.  When  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  court.  Sir  William  notifies  him  from  Kittery  point 
by  letter,  thus  : — 

“ Hon.  Sir, — If  you  will  come  next  Saturday  and  take  a fish  dinner 
with  me,  I will  deliver  you  your  commission  for  one  of  the  judges,  and 
do  what  I can  to  qualify  you,  not  pretending  to  add  anything  to  your 
qualifications,  but  t©  assist  in  administering  the  oaths. 

With  the  best  respects  to  our  reverend  and  worthy  friends,  Mr.  Wise 
and  lady, 

Your  sincere  friend  and  servant, 

Wm.  Pepperrell.” 

Major  Hill  performed  a Vast  amount  of  business  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  often  received  orders  from  Pepperrell  respecting  the  training  of  his 
company.  One  of  them,  dated  Sept.  18,  1746,  soon  after  Sir  William’s 
return  from  Louisburg,  reads  thus : — 

“ Sir, — There  is  a talk  of  a French  fleet  being  on  our  coast;  if  so  you 
may  depend  there  will  be  an  army  of  French  and  Indians  upon  our  backs. 
Pray  be  careful  and  direct  all  the  captains  in  Berwick  to  see  that  all  the 
men  are  provided  arms  and  ammunition,  and  let  there  be  a good  watch 
kept  in  your  town  and  be  much  upon  your  guard. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

Wm.  Pepperrell.” 

One  from  Governor  Shirley,  dated  July  12,  1745,  says : — 

“ This  comes  to  give  you  intelligence  that  the  French  Indians  have 
already  broke  out  in  the  western  part,  and  have  killed  two  of  our  men 
and  scalped  them.  This  intelligence  you  must  send  to  all  the  exposed 
places  near  you,  that  so  all  persons  may  be  upon  their  guard  to  prevent 
a surprise.  I am  not  without  hope  that  when  the  Eastern  Indians  find 
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that  we  have  succeeded  at  Louisburg,  they  will  not  be  forward  to  break 
with  us. 

Your  friend  and  servant,  W.  S.” 

When  Sir  William’s  son-in-law,  Sparhawk,  was  compelled,  by  the 
pressure  of  the  times  in  1758,  to  go  into  bankruptcy,  he  entreated  Major 
Hill  with  great  earnestness  to  act  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  settle 
the  estate,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  in  the  following  year  he  attended 
the  baronet’s  funeral  as  pall  bearer.  He  died  March  2,  1772,  aged  69. 

Major  Hill  seems  to  have  been  a man  of  stern  integrity  and  of  exten- 
sive influence  and  usefulness.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  religion,  and 
a leading  man  in  the  church  and  in  high  public  stations. 

The  other  children  of  Hon.  Judge  Hill  were — 

VI.  A child,  stillborn. 

VII.  Eunice.,  born  April  19,  1739,  married  Capt.  George  March  of 
Stratham.  Their  children  were,  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Walling- 
ford of  Berwick;  Eleanor,  who  married  Dr.  Fogg  of  Deerfield;  Eunice, 
who  married  James  Haggens  of  Berwick ; John  and  Patty,  who  died  un- 
married. 

VIII.  and  IX.  A son  and  daughter,  stillborn. 

X.  Mary.,  born  Dec.  6, 1748,  died  April  14, 1754,  of  throat  distemper. 

Elisha  Hill,  brother  of  the  judge,  left  one  son  and  perhaps  more. 
This  son,  named  Elisha,  resided  at  Great  Works  near  his  father  and 
grandfather,  Capt.  John.  He  had  twelve  children  who  followed  him  to 
his  grave — six  sons  and  six  daughters.  Of  the  sons,  except  .lohn  the 
oldest,  we  have  no  account.  Their  names  were  John,  Elisha,  Jeremiah, 
Samuel,  Ichabod  and  James.  The  daughters  m.  Deacon  Dominicus 
Goodwin,  a Mr.  Morrill,  a Mr.  Ladd  and  afterwards  Rev.  Dr.  Buck- 
minster, a Mr.  Cutts  of  Saco,  a Mr.  Fernald  in  or  near  Saco,  a Mr.  Wid- 
den  of  Portsmouth,  and  a Mr.  Taylor  of  Canada. 

Deacon  John  Hill,  the  eldest  son  of  Elisha,  Jr.  above  mentioned,  was 
a justice  of  the  peace  and  member  of  the  legislature,  and  died  in  1810, 
leaving  three  or  four  children.  He  was  much  respected  for  his  useful 
and  exemplary  life. 

The  foregoing  account  of  the  Hills  was  gathered  chiefly  from  manu- 
scripts found  in  an  old  chest  in  the  garret  of  Capt.  Gerrish  in  S.  Berwick, 
where  they  had  been  nailed  up  seventy  years.  All  the  commissions  held 
by  the  Hills,  both  civil  and  military,  were  among  them,  and  forty  letters 
from  Sir  William  Pepperrell,  some  of  which  were  used  in  writing  his  life. 
I have  also  gathered  some  important  facts  from  Folsom’s  history  of  Saco. 
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